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Introduction

A magazine shoot; a catwalk show; an advertising campaign. The images presented to the world by the global fashion industry appear seamless and effortless, conveying beauty and aspiration. In fact, though, what you are seeing is the culmination of a long and complex process. The hard work has already been done, behind the scenes, by a team of artists, at the heart of which is a fashion stylist. 
The aim of this handbook is to provide a comprehensive, step-by-step insider’s guide to working as a fashion stylist, a fast-paced and fascinating area of the fashion industry. It came about after I encountered in my work as a stylist one too many assistants who didn’t know enough about the industry they were entering. This was through no fault of their own, but rather because of a lack of accessible information. With the focus on “how to be a stylist,” rather than “how to style,” this book answers the many questions someone starting out in a styling career may have: How do you get into the fashion styling industry?
How do you make the right contacts? What is the role of an assistant? How do you source clothes for a shoot? How do you invoice your clients? The fi rst two chapters look at the stylist’s role, the different areas of fashion styling, and the practical processes involved in undertaking a job, from initial offer to shoot. Chapters 3 and 4 explore ways into the business and the role of the assistant, covering everything you need to know to get your fi rst break (and survive the aftermath!). After an overview of the fashion industry in Chapter 5, with its shows and seasons, the subsequent chapters look in detail at testing, creating your portfolio, meeting contacts, and starting your business. Finally, the last chapter provides a useful resource of insider tips and practical information for easy reference.
Included are behind-the-scenes shots and insider interviews with top stylists and key industry professionals such as PR agents who work alongside them, offering insights and advice gleaned from years of experience working on jobs. Everything you need to know about styling is divulged in this book, opening up a closed world and giving you a head start in pursuing one of the most popular and aspirational careers in fashion.

This book is US$10
To get free sample pages OR Buy this bookSend email: [email protected]
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