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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION
How Student Protests Sent a Business Professor around the World On a cold day in February 1999 I watched a crowd of about 100 students gather on the steps of Healy Hall, the Gothic centerpiece of the Georgetown University campus. The students were raucous and passionate, and campus police milled about on the edge of the crowd, just in case.
As speaker after speaker took the microphone, the crowd cheered almost every sentence. The crowd had a moral certitude, a unity of purpose, and while looking at a maze of astonishing complexity, saw with perfect clarity only the black and white, the good and evil. Corporations, globalization, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Trade Organization (WTO) were the bad guys, ruthlessly crushing the dignity and livelihood of workers around the world. A short time later, more than 50,000 like-minded activists had joined the students at the annual meeting of the WTO in Seattle, and by the 2002 IMF-World Bank meeting, the crowd had swelled to 100,000. Anti-globalization activists stymied meetings of the bad guys in Quebec, Canada, and Genoa, Italy, as well. At the 2003 WTO meeting in Cancun, the activists were joined by representatives from a newly energized group of developing countries, and world trade talks broke down across a bitter rich-poor divide. Anti-globalization activists came from college campuses and labor unions, religious organizations and shuttered textile mills, human rights groups and African cotton farms. Lumped together, the activists were named the globalization “backlash.”
At first, the backlash took the establishment by surprise. Even the left-leaning Washington Post, surveying the carnage in Seattle, seemed bewildered. “What Was That About?” they asked on the editorial page the next day. From the offices on the high floors of the IMF building, the crowd below was a ragtag bunch of well-intentioned but ill-informed obstructionists, squarely blocking the only path to prosperity. According to conventional economic wisdom, globalization and free trade offered salvation rather than destruction to the world’s poor and oppressed. How could the backlash be so confused?
The backlash seemed to quiet by about 2005. “Phew,” the business establishment seemed to say, “Glad that’s over with.” But a closer look reveals that nothing was really over with, and that, in fact, the reverse had happened. While some of the craziest slogans (“Capitalism is Death”) had faded away, the backlash was not gone, but had gone mainstream. Surveys showed that Americans were markedly less supportive of trade and globalization in 2008 than they had been at the beginning of the decade: while 78 percent of Americans surveyed had a positive view of international trade in 2002, by 2008, only 53 percent were broadly supportive. Americans were also less supportive of trade than citizens of virtually every other industrialized country.1
In Washington, Congress responded to this popular discontent by stymieing further trade liberalization, and the 2008 presidential candidates responded with sound bites strangely similar to those of the 1999 protestors. By 2008, the WTO talks that had been stalled by protestors in Seattle and Cancun were still stalled—after nearly eight years of mostly fruitless negotiations. While the negotiations had been difficult in the best of times, the severe economic downturn that began in late 2008 left little hope for the revival of the trade tasks.
Back at Georgetown in 1999, I watched a young woman seize the microphone. “Who made your T-shirt?” she asked the crowd. “Was it a child in Vietnam, chained to a sewing machine without food or water? Or a young girl from India earning 18 cents per hour and allowed to visit the bathroom only twice per day? Did you know that she lives 12 to a room?
That she shares her bed and has only gruel to eat? That she is forced to work 90 hours each week, without overtime pay? Did you know that she has no right to speak out, no right to unionize? That she lives not only in poverty, but also in filth and sickness, all in the name of Nike’s profits?” I did not know all this. And I wondered about the young woman at the microphone: How did she know?
During the next several years, I traveled the world to investigate. I not only found out who made my T-shirt, but I also followed its life over thousands of miles and across three continents. The result of this investigation was the first edition of Travels of a T-Shirt, published in 2005. The book was—and is—a story about globalization and about the people, politics, and markets that created my cotton T-shirt.
It is fair to ask what the biography of a simple product can contribute to current debates over global trade. In general, stories are out of style today in business and economics research. Little of consequence can be learned from stories, the argument goes, because they offer us only “anecdotal” data. According to today’s accepted methodological wisdom, what really happened at a place and time—the story, the anecdote—might be entertaining but it is intellectually empty: Stories do not allow us to formulate a theory, to test a theory, or to generalize. As a result, researchers today have more data, faster computers, and better statistical methods, but fewer and fewer personal observations.
The story, of course, has a more esteemed role in other disciplines. Richard Rhodes, in his Pulitzer Prize-winning book, The Making of the Atomic Bomb, peels back, layer by layer, the invention of the atomic bomb. In the process, he illuminates the intellectual progress of a community of geniuses at work. Laurel Ulrich, in A Midwife’s Tale, uses the diary of a seemingly unremarkable woman to construct a story of a life in the woods of Maine 200 years ago, revealing the economy, social structure, and physical life of a place in a manner not otherwise possible. And in Enterprising Elites, historian Robert Dalzell gives us the stories of America’s first industrialists and the world they built in nineteenth-century NewEngland, thereby revealing the process of industrialization. So, the story, whether of a person or a thing, can not only reveal a life but illuminate the bigger world that formed the life. This is my objective for the story of my T-shirt.
This book is US$10
To get free sample pages OR Buy this bookSend email: [email protected]










Share this Book!
	
	


Facebook
	
	


Twitter
	
	


LinkedIn
	
	


Pinterest
	
	


Email
	
	


Print


Related



Categories ApparelSustainable Textile and Fashion Value Chains: Drivers, Concepts, Theories and Solutions PDF by André Matthes, Katja Beyer, Holger Cebulla, Marlen Gabriele Arnold and Anton Schumann
Shaping Sustainable Fashion: Changing the Way We Make and Use Clothes PDF by Alison Gwilt & Timo Rissanen

Leave a Comment Cancel reply
Comment
Name
Email
Website Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.
 Notify me of follow-up comments by email.
 Notify me of new posts by email.
 


Δ


This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.



Subscribe to Get Book!


Email Address						






						
Subscribe						


Join 24.5K other subscribers

Book List
You will find all books list in below links:

  1. Woodhead Textile Series

  2. CRC Press Textile Series

  3. Latest Textile Books

  4. Collection of Books

Order for any book:

Or, Send email: [email protected]


Popular Books!
	
Macroeconomics, 11th Edition PDF by N Gregory Mankiw

	
Brock Biology of Microorganisms, 16th Edition PDF by Michael t Madigan, Kelly s Bender, Daniel h Buckley, W Matthew sattley, and David a Stahl

	
Essentials of Management Information Systems, 15th Edition PDF by Kenneth C Laudon, Jane P Laudon and Carol Guercio Traver

	
Managerial Accounting, 17th Edition PDF by Ray H Garrison, Eric W Noreen and Peter C Brewer

	
Integrated Principles Of Zoology, 19th Edition PDF by Cleveland P Hickman, Susan L Keen, David J Eisenhour, Allan Larson and Helen I’anson

	
Java: The Complete Reference 13th Edition PDF by Herbert Schildt and Dr. Danny Coward

	
International Business: The Challenges of Globalization, Tenth Edition PDF by John J. Wild and Kenneth L. Wild

	
Investments, 13th Edition PDF by Zvi Bodie, Alex Kane and Alan J. Marcus

	
Corporate Finance, 12th Edition PDF by Stephen A. Ross, Randolph W Westerfield, Jeffrey Jaffe and Bradford D Jordan

	
Java Programming, 10th Edition PDF by Joyce Farrell


Recent Added Books!
	Modern Control Systems, Fourteenth Edition PDF by Richard C Dorf and Robert H Bishop
	Experience Human Development, 15th Edition PDF by Diane E. Papalia and Gabriela Martorell
	Cases in Healthcare Finance, 7th Edition PDF by George H. Pink and Paula H. Song
	Practice Makes Perfect: Spanish Conversation, Premium Fourth Edition PDF By Jean Yates
	Nutrition: Concepts & Controversies, 16th Edition PDF Frances Sienkiewicz Sizer and Ellie Whitney
	Differential Equations With Mathematica, Fifth Edition PDF by Martha L. Abell and James P. Braselton
	Introduction to Probability Models, Thirteenth Edition PDF by Sheldon M. Ross
	Psychology in Your Life, 4th Edition PDF by Sarah Grison and Michael S. Gazzaniga
	CompTIA CySA+ Cybersecurity Analyst Certification All-in-One Exam Guide, Third Edition (Exam CS0-003)
	Strategic Management, Sixth Edition PDF by Frank T. Rothaermel


Categories
	Accounting
	Apparel
	Civil Engineering
	Computer Science
	Denim
	Dyeing
	Economics
	Electrical Engineering
	Fabric
	Fashion
	Fiber
	Finance
	Finishing
	Garment Industry
	History
	Industrial Engineering
	Knitting
	Management
	Marketing
	Mathematics
	Mechanical Engineering
	Medical
	Others
	Political Science
	Printing
	Psychology
	Spinning
	Statistics
	Sustainability
	Technical Textile
	Textile Industry
	Uncategorized
	Weaving
	Yarn





Subscribe to Get Book!


Type your email…						









						
Subscribe						





Follow Us!



Install Our Apps






Copyright © 2024 Textile eBook





                           